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OVER 15,000 CHILDREN TOOK PART IN INAUGURAL 

“CELEBRATING OUR GRANDS!”  

Pilot initiative by the Families for Life Council  

to commemorate grandparent-grandchild bond 

 

More than 1,400 Primary 1 to Primary 6 students from SJI Junior took part in Families for Life Council’s inaugural 

“Celebrating our Grands” initiative. 

 

SINGAPORE, 4 October 2018 – More than 1,400 Primary 1 to 6 students of St Joseph’s 

Institution (SJI) Junior celebrated Children’s Day in a different but much more meaningful way 

this year – by making a personalised gift for their grandparents!  

This morning’s craft-making activity at SJI Junior is held in conjunction with “Celebrating our 

Grands!”, a pilot initiative by the Families for Life (FFL) Council to encourage children to 

cherish extended family ties and their grandparents. This initiative saw over 15,000 students 



 
 
from close to 40 schools, including SJI Junior, making a personalised card-holder and 

presenting the gift to their grandparents over the long school holiday weekend on 5 to 7 

October.   

In line with the International Day of Older Persons (1 Oct), “Celebrating our Grands!” aims to 

show appreciation to the seniors or grandparents amongst us for their contributions to society. 

Happening in the same week as Children’s Day, this initiative also provides the opportunity for 

grandchildren to spend quality time with their grandparents over the long weekend. 

Families for Life Council member, Dr Thang Leng Leng (汤玲玲) commented, “Grandparents 

are important figures for our children. They are pillars of strength in our families and they hold 

a special place in our hearts, offering love, wisdom, and guidance. Celebrating our Grands in 

the same week as International Day of Older Persons and Children’s Day gives us the 

opportunity to not only honour our seniors, but also encourage positive values in our children 

such as love and appreciation for grandparents from young.” 

 

Mrs Maggie Tay, 72, receives a personalised cardholder gift from her grandson Ryan Ong, 9, at SJI Junior. 

Mr Fidelis Pang, President of SJI Junior Parent-Teacher Association Management Committee 

said, “It is important for our children to know the importance of family, in particular parents and 

grandparents, in their lives. “Celebrating our Grands!” gives them an opportunity to not only 



 
 
bond with grandparents, but also reminds them to appreciate the love, care and guidance they 

have received from their grandparents." 

Dr Thang also added, “As nuclear families are the dominant household structure in our society, 

there are many grandchildren who do not live together with their grandparents. Which is why 

we want to involve parents in our initiative as well. We hope to encourage parents to be a role 

model for values like filial piety and respect for our seniors, and play the active role in ‘bridging’ 

the bond between grandchildren and grandparents by creating opportunities for them to 

connect and bond together. In the next few days, parents and their children can also download 

the specially created “Celebrating our Grands!” e-greetings on FFL website and send it to the 

grandparents.”  

 

Over 15,000 students from close to 40 schools participated in the activity to create a gift to present to their 

grandparents over the long weekend from 5 to 7 Oct.   

With the aim to encourage inter-generation bonding,  FFL is  collaborating with Cathay 

Cineplexes to organise a series of Educational Tour cum Movie Screening at The Cathay on 

6, 13 and 14 October to promote 3G Families can look forward to a novel and fun guided tour 

of The Cathay Gallery to reminisce about the history of cinemas, behind-the-scene places like 

projection room and F&B area, interactive games with give-away prizes and a movie screening 

of ‘The Kid from the Big Apple – Before we Forget’.     



 
 
 

Though “Celebrating our Grands!”, FFL Council hopes to help Singaporeans see the 

importance of looking beyond the immediate family unit to reach out to the older extended 

family members and nurture stronger ties with them.  
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Ninemer Public Relations P L 
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About Families for Life Council 

Families for Life’s vision is to build strong and resilient families because that makes for 

stronger communities and better individual well-being. 

We Listen. We listen to the issues that Singaporean families are facing. 

We Explore and Promote. We bring people and organisations together to create platforms 

for family bonding and to engage Singaporeans in conversations about families. 

We Voice. We voice out concerns that people have on family issues and continue this 

conversation with our partners and the community. 

The Council is chaired by Ching Wei Hong, Chief Operating Officer of OCBC Bank. Visit us at 

www.familiesforlife.sg. 

  

mailto:hilaryespinosa@ninemer.com
mailto:indragurung@ninemer.com
http://www.familiesforlife.sg/


 
 

FAMILIES FOR LIFE’S “CELEBRATING OUR GRANDS!” 

Chinese Terms 

 

ENGLISH TRANSLATED TERMS 

Families for Life Council 凝聚家庭理事会 

Pro-family environment 亲家庭环境 

Family-friendly society 善待家庭的社会环境 

Extended family 扩大家庭 

 


