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MORE SMES ON BOARD WITH FAMILY-FRIENDLY INITIATIVES   

IN SUPPORT FOR MY FAMILY WEEKEND 

 

 
Minister for Social and Family Development Desmond Lee and Families For Life Council 

members joined children and their families in a chalk doodling activity at Circular Road, which 
was closed for an afternoon of family-friendly activities for Families for Life’s “My Family 

Weekend Fun Day” today. 
 
 

SINGAPORE, 2 September 2018 – Earlier this afternoon, hundreds of families gathered in the 

heart of the Central Business District (CBD) for an afternoon filled with family-friendly activities. 

Organised by Families for Life (FFL) Council, and supported by key partners OCBC Bank and 

United Overseas Bank, the event “My Family Weekend Fun Day” concluded the activities held in 

conjunction with My Family Weekend 2018 from 31 August to 2 September.  

 

Minister for Social and Family Development, Mr Desmond Lee also joined families and 

participated in the different activities. Mr Lee said, “We are encouraged that more than 250 



 
 
organisations pledged their support for My Family Weekend 2018. This is more than three times 

the number last year. The strong support and commitment on the part of these companies go a 

long way in helping our employees feel supported at the workplace. It is also heartening that over 

40% of the participating organisations are small and medium-sized enterprises, which is a clear 

indication that even for smaller organisations with tighter resources, it is possible to take steps to 

create a family-friendly workplace.” 

 

Small and medium-sized enterprises are defined as enterprises with an annual sales turnover of 

under S$100 million, or companies that employ less than 200 workers. Among the companies that 

had pledged their support for My Family Weekend, 115 were SMEs, 50 were multinational 

corporations and 87 were public agencies.  

 

Families for Life Council Member, BG (NS) Ishak Ismail said, “Family is the foundation of a strong 

society and it takes time and effort for our families to flourish. We need to consciously set aside 

family time, especially for our extended family members. We are glad to have strong support from 

our community partners this year, enabling us to co-create close to 30 family events and activities 

over this special, long weekend reaching out to over 35,000 participants and their families. We 

look forward to having more employers, community partners and families join us in our effort as 

we work towards creating a family-friendly society in Singapore.” 

 

Families were treated to a myriad of activities held along Circular Road and UOB Promenade, 

which included puppet-making workshops, bouncy castles, art doodling, photo booths and a river 

cruise along the iconic Singapore River. The CBD area was also abuzz with live music 

performances from local singer- songwriter Jana Ann as well as acoustic duo The Jenkins. 
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About Families for Life Council 

 

Families for Life’s vision is to build strong and resilient families because that makes for 

stronger communities and better individual well-being. 

 

We Listen. We listen to the issues that Singaporean families are facing. 

 

We Explore and Promote. We bring people and organisations together to create platforms 

for family bonding and to engage Singaporeans in conversations about families. 

 

We Voice. We voice out concerns that people have on family issues and continue this 

conversation with our partners and the community. 

 

The Council is chaired by Ching Wei Hong, Chief Operating Officer of OCBC Bank. Visit us at 

www.familiesforlife.sg. 

 

http://www.familiesforlife.sg/

